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MEDICO

Mastery Education
for Dedication
with Innovation,
Curiosity, Originality
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Globalization
Thrives Here

Do you want to be heard?
Do you think differently?
Do you want to make the world a better place?

We do, too.
Welcome to our Global Community!
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International Class
Features
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e Mary Help of Christians

Academy

(FPAIUN/ Za—Sr——)

Advanced®EE

Learning from Literature

Why do we read the novels in English class?

It can start with the idea that, "There is more to a book
than just a good story". This idea focuses on how
learning to read with a critical eye and an understanding
of language as an art form a reader can experience the
many levels of universal truth and experience that comes
from great novels. Going beneath the surface of the
story a reader can learn about human nature in how
characters respond to conflict and grow as people.
Readers can experience different worlds from safe
distances and develop greater empathy for the lives of
others. The novel is a vessel which hides in its words a
chance to learn how others can think and to celebrate
the diversity in experiences and opinions.

REERR(IBERFED L ANIVRI TR

Novels are chosen as a guiding reference in our English
classes. They connect unit themes that thread through each
term and unify each year of AG English. With thoughtful
reading selections we can show students the unifying effect

of literature as well as that of the human story.
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International

et Beyond Borders: Your Future

Roundtable
Discussion

Through Overseas Universities

Aspiring to broaden their horizons at universities overseas, what unique
learning paths are our students experiencing here at Salesian
International School Setagaya? Read the interview with M.S and K.l

both in their third year of junior high school, to gain insights into their

global futures and their perspectives on studying abroad. M.S shares

her experiences in the International Class's "Standard" course (where

English is the language of instruction for English classes), while K.I

discusses his learning in the "Advanced" course (where English is used

across English, Math, Science, and Social Studies).

Additionally, we spoke with Michael Dulin, an English teacher, to learn

more about the school's educational approach aimed at preparing

students for overseas studies.

— What motivates you to pursue higher education
overseas?

ICI: T'want to study abroad because | am interested in
other countries and their culture. I lived in London for
seven years and really enjoyed it. Life and culture there
are very different when compared to Japan.

M.S : | want to go and live overseas because | like the
different atmosphere there.

— Intending to attend a university abroad, how are you
preparing here at Salesian?

K.I': To me, university is still a bit away, as | am still in the
third year at a junior high school, but I'm trying to do my
best in as many subjects as possible.

M.S : I'm particularly studying English because | just
started learning English in junior high school here. | want
to continue studying for future studies.

— You already speak quite well.
M.S : Thank you.

Michael Dulin (Teacher) : At Salesian, we invite university
ambassadors to the school for a seminar to prepare
students for the possibility of studying overseas. Allowing
students to get information directly or
expEmc_Kowa_5855erience it themselves shows them
what the university will be like. Then, all of a sudden, they
might realize that there is an interest in the world outside
of Japan.

IK.I': Yes, | like that. We can understand other people's
cultures and things that we don't know about.

SALESIAN INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL SETAGAYA

Finding Your Fit: Interest and Engagement

— Mr Dulin, could you outline some important
characteristics of applying to universities overseas?

M.D : It's not just about a test anymore. In the United
States, for example, everyone is a good student for good
schools - that's the basic level. So, you can't compete on
academics alone.

You have to start thinking about who you are as a whole

K.l (Advanced)

person. Imagine a job interview. Your personal story in
the application is crucial. Consider a challenging time
you've faced and how you got through it. Those are the
essays you'll write. You have to be really honest in them
because it comes from experience with yourself and
knowing yourself before you step out of the school.

— What are you interested in learning or majoring in at
a university abroad?

M.S : As | like math and science, | want to study medicine
or business.

M.D : If you want to study medicine, it's great to focus
now. You can start looking for ways to get involved with
the field from here on. You can find volunteer
opportunities at hospitals, right?

M.S : Yeah, | can prepare for that!

M.D : So, the better you understand your real interests
and what fits you, the more honestly your application
speaks about you, and that's how you see yourself
belonging there.

The Power of “PBL” and Empowering
Students

— With this in mind, what do you think are the strengths
or key aspects of learning at Salesian?

K:I: 1 think one of the strengths of Salesian is the PBL.

M.S : | agree. There is no such learning outside the school.

— Could you please explain PBL, Mr Dulin?

M.D : In Problem Based Learning, or PBL, students work
together on a common problem, sharing ideas and

perspectives. This method places a strong emphasis on
significantly developing their "LOGICAL," "CRITICAL," and
"CREATIVE" thinking skills. It's very time-based, both in
discussion and writing. Within about a 20-minute window,
they produce a 5-paragraph essay.

IK.I': Long essays are particularly difficult, but | understand
that writing essays will be an advantage. I'm preparing for
my future by challenging this.

M.S : Yeah, | think it isn’t easy, but | am sure this helps me
a lot.

Developing Independent Thinkers and
Leaders

— The students really understand that PBL is tough, but
also very important.

M.D : Yes. We're putting out challenges - open-ended
questions. Then, students become the new creators of
knowledge.

It's like they are figuring out how to develop it
themselves. And in doing so, the next part is about
making themselves leaders. Making it so you can come to
their own conclusions without having other people tell
you what they are.

Having that kind of strong trait, especially before stepping
out into an international world, is going to be a huge
benefit. That's where, especially within our school, we've
realized that so much has happened, not just because I'm
focused on English classes, but because we align
everything throughout every single class, and then every
singte year is \dnd of built with connectedness.

\ | || BASEIRIEC 55
|

DULIN, Michael
English Teacher
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